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The Significance of Creating a L1 Class for Minority Students
in Public Elementary Schools:

A Case Study of a Vietnamese Class in Kobe, Japan

%G AT
OCHIAI Tomoko

In public elementary schools, several Li1 classes have been established for students
having roots in a foreign country. This paper aims to reveal their significance. As a
case study, I conducted participant observation of one such Vietnamese class in Kobe.

Through this research method and some previous studies, I noted "the diversity of
the learners" and "the difficulty of keeping motivation for learning L.1" as challenges
in the L1 class. At the same time, I was able to observe several teaching methods (for
example, 'praise and encouragement', 'intensive competition, 'recognize a newcomer
student as resource person', and so on) for class management that aimed to overcome
such challenges. The methods produced an "endorsement of the affinity of the
Vietnamese culture with a focus on ability of Vietnamese language" in the L1 class.
This endorsement was shared with Japanese students and teachers in the school,
through the cooking of Vietnamese dishes, the learning and showcasing of the ethnic
Vietnamese lion dance, and lecture about the Vietnamese war by a father of
Vietnamese student.

I found that the endorsement makes "self-affirmation" and, "establishment of
identity" possible for Vietnamese students. In addition, it made it possible to bring

"relative viewpoints for their own culture" to Japanese students and teachers.
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