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Experience of private medical support activities during the
nuclear accident in Chernobyl

: Focus on information-gathering process for support activities

IR
HAKUMURA Naoya

In this paper, we consider how the Japanese private medical support activities
performed on their own during the aftermath of the nuclear accident in Chernobyl,
Republic of Ukraine in 1986. Almost all of the Japanese support activities were

founded in the first half of 1990s.

To initiate their support activities, Japan needed to know exactly what kind of
support was required in the disaster-affected areas. Collecting the information
required for performing support activities was a serious challenge for them. In this
paper, we set a key word "information supply" from the central government, local
and other foreign support activities to Japanese activities for "information

gathering" from a "multilingual and multicultural" point of view.

Foreign aides were welcomed, and they carried out support activities in the areas
affected by the Tohoku earthquake in 2011; they also cooperated with the Japanese
support activities. However, in Chernobyl, many of the Japanese support activities
were carried out on their own. In this sense, the positioning of "the experience" in
Chernobyl and Tohoku was different. In this paper, we consider only "the
experience" of the Japanese support activities. Its comparison with "the experience"

in Tohoku will be taken up by some other research in the future.
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