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Trial of social participation of a regional Japanese class
through support to Tohoku

ik
MIYAZAKI Taeko

On the 18th of March, 2011, one week after the disaster, in Musashino
International Association (MIA), we had a regular Friday Morning Japanese course
where voices such as "We want to do something for the affected people.", "What can
we do for them?" were raised by the participants. Both foreign and Japanese
residents in MIA Japanese course faced the difficult social problems of which they
tried to think out their own solutions. However, they knew that they could not do
anything alone and they needed cooperators; they felt equally themselves as
members of the society and they were equal. One particular voice from foreign
residents pushed me strongly to take action. The voice is saying, "There is no
difference between Japanese and foreigners. We are the same."

MIA Volunteer Group was set up and it has continued "support Tohoku activities"
for one year. The group has two purposes; the one is that the members of MIA
Japanese course participate in the society through supporting the affected foreign
residents in the regional Japanese language class. The other is to let the Japanese
people, who are neither interested nor concerned foreign residents, the foreigners
who volunteer for Tohoku, saying "There is no difference between Japanese and
foreigners. We are the same".

It is said that a regional Japanese language class have 5 functions, one of which
is "Social participation". On the other hand, a regional Japanese language class is

also said to be frontline of multiculturalization of Japanese society, "Multicultural
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Symbiotic Societies" which is a society where both foreign and Japanese residents
live as a member of the society equally, respecting each other.
First, I will report the support activities, and next, I will reflect them. Finally, I

will examine the possibility of a regional Japanese language class.
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