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A Consideration on the Role of Multicultural Society Coordinator
in the field of Japanese Language Education for Foreigners

— In the case of supporting non-Japanese children in Sendai City —

Gt e
KIKUCHI Akiyoshi

The role of Multicultural Society Coordinator is to create new activities and
systems for the resolution of problems that are prevalent in the community by
promoting participation and cooperation based on practical, multilingual and
multicultural knowledge.

I engage in a project supporting the children with non-Japanese ethnicity at the
Sendai International Relations Association (SIRA). Throughout my assignment, I
come to realize that supporting to these children is considered as a part of activities
of Japanese Language Education for Foreigners. A major role of a coordinator of
Japanese Language Education for Foreigners is "to create a organic system in a
community by connecting people," that is the same role as one of Multicultural
Society Coordinator. By referring to a function and role of Japanese Language
Education for Foreigners, I become to know that a "Place" in the community is
needed for those children with non-Japanese ethnicity to give them sense of security
as well as for their supporters so that they become comfortable for supporting them.

Moreover, I think it is necessary to make an improvement of Sendai City
supporting system for the children with non-Japanese ethnicity in addition to the
need of a "Place" in the community. I understand that it is a challenge for me to
promote an improvement of the local government system, but I will steadily make
my effort to promote cooperative work between the citizens and the local

government for the children with non-Japanese ethnicity supporting system.
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