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Effect of Non-native Volunteers Participating in a Japanese Language Class
Held at a Community

& W
KANAI Toshiko

This paper explores possibilities for non-native Japanese speakers participating
in JSL programs at communities as volunteer teachers, and further becoming
important resource for the programs. Thus, this research examied what learners
learned at a JSL class where both native and non-native Japanese volunteer
teachers were involved in teaching. The results showed that the non-native
volunteer teacher supported the learner by using the learner's native language,
Chinese, such as confirming meanings of words and grammar, and discussing how
to study Japanese and differences between Japanese and Chinese language. The
non-native volunteer teacher also encouraged the learner to talk about problems
in her daily life and her historical background. Compared to the native volunteer
teacher, the non-native volunteer teacher built more horizontal relationship with
the learner, which enabled the learner to express what she was/is and have

fruitful discussions.
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