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On the Role of Foreign Personnel in Multicultural Coexistence Projects

An Example from Kawaguchi City

Z W
Yan Qing

There are many foreign nationals living in Japan who each come here for a
variety of motives. Multicultural coexistence projects, which take ordinary foreign
residents as the object of their concern, have developed widely in many areas over
recent years. While it is often thought that language is the largest barrier to the
development of such programs, occasionally there are cases when it is people's
awareness and understanding that forms a greater barrier. As many foreign
residents are now being recruited as language staff within multicultural
coexistence programs, we should perhaps say that effort to overcome differences
in awareness and understanding within organizations is not only being demanded
of foreign staff, but also of the organizations themselves. This paper will present
an example of foreign personnel in local government and try to think about the
roles of foreign personnel in both multicultural coexistence projects and local
government organizations as well through looking back at this one particular
short example.

In Japanese society today where problems of communities and interpersonal
relationships have become conspicuous, I hope, speaking from the field, that the
day comes soon when each member of society thinks of themselves as a concerned
party and that not only foreign residents will be considered the object of

multicultural coexistence projects.
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