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The Role of Coordinators as Seen from International
Cooperation Support
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KIKUCHI Akiyoshi

During 2009 I was in charge of the Local Authorities International Cooperation
Promotion Projects ("Model Projects") at the Council of Local Authorities for
International Relations (CLAIR). This paper discusses the necessity of the point
of view of Multicultural Society Coordinators and considers my year as the
director of this model project from that perspective.

While I was directing the project I endeavored to reform it for the better. Yet
after careful consideration I realized this was in fact precisely the process of
"participation" — "cooperation" — "creation". In other words, the perspective of the
Multicultural Society Coordinator was indispensable for the improvement of the
project.

Furthermore, I was able to deepen my consideration of the following two points
also through adopting this perspective.

Firstly, as a staff member of the Local International Exchange Association, 1
think it is necessary for me to reevaluate the international exchange and
cooperation projects I have engaged with until the present from the perspective of
"multicultural coexistence". In other words, I think that, while the necessity of
support for foreign residents aimed towards "multicultural coexistence" currently
at the heart of initiatives being carried out by the International Exchange
Association goes unquestioned, as initiatives made towards the host society or as

a part of "multicultural coexistence" initiatives that go beyond support for foreign
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residents, the international exchange and cooperation projects of the Association
are an important and sufficient resource to us to think about today.

Secondly, I think that the role of the International Exchange Association, which
has got involved at grass roots level in international exchange, cooperation and
"multicultural coexistence", will grow ever more important as Japan
multiculturalizes. While the situation the International Exchange Association is
currently engaged with is difficult, not only is the purpose of the organization now
under question, but also its ability to take up the challenge as one wing of future

efforts to realize Japan's coming multicultural society.
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