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The Coordination Function of Multicultural Society
as Seen from Child Consultation Center Support

Supporting New Comer Families in Social Work

Hip R™
TANAKA Yoshiyuki

As the lifestyles of foreign residents have diversified not only has the support
being offered to adults with differing lifestyles, reasons for coming to Japan and
goals become an issue, but so too has the education of second and third generation
children born in Japan and abroad. We need an enriched support structure which
takes into account an entire view of families who have roots abroad.

Key challenges that arise here include: the influence that language can have on
daily life and interpersonal relationships, the significance of Japanese as a native
language or as a foreign language, levels of understanding towards foreign
residents who live with a variety of different cultural backgrounds and the
awareness and understanding of "Japanese people" who make up the host society.

In this paper I will shed light on the perspective and methods of Multicultural
Society Coordinators through social work activities at a child support center.
Multicultural Society Coordinators suggest that it is profitable to consider those
needing support as a minority group. I will also argue that from the dichotomy of
Japanese and foreigners, or people with roots abroad, we need to move on and
adopt a new perspective from the point of view of a welfare society in which we
consider what kind of obstacles there might be to social participation and what
kind of support will be necessary for greater social participation. I argue that it is
important for we Japanese, as the host society, to create a framework flexible

enough for anyone to be accepted as a member of society.
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In order to do this, I assert that we need to adopt, not only the perspectives of
advocacy, empowerment and ethic minorities, but also develop the perspective of a
cultural minority as well. Furthermore, I illustrate that it is effective for us to
consider a three dimensional coordination function around the axes of spatial
spread, time running from the past, the present and the future, and the urgency

of the support needed by those concerned.
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