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Introduction of the Ramayana to SEA

The oldest Ramayana text in Southeast Asia was created in
the 9th century. It was an Old Javanese translation (with
partial modification) of the Battikavya, a Sanskrit variation of
Valmiki’s Ramayana. This is also the oldest existing literary
text in Southeast Asia.
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The Kakawin Ramayana

The Old Javanese Ramayana belongs to a literary genre
called Kakawin. A kakawin work is an epic written in various
Indic meters and narrates a story about heroes, princesses,
gods and demons. It has been suggested that the kakawin
Ramayana was created in the 9th century.
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Prambanan Temple complex

Prambanan Temple complex in Central Java, with

three main temples and other small ones, was built
in the 9th century by the Hindu Mataram kingdom.
Although, the central temple was dedicated to Siva,
the main section of the reliefs show the Ramayana.
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Panataran Temple Complex

Panataran Temple Complex in East Java was built
in the 14th century by Majapahit kings. The
expression of the reliefs of this complex shows the
local adoption of the Indic characters.
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Wayang Kulit

Wayang Kulit is a shadow puppet play. Kulit
means ‘skin’ because the puppets are made from
cow skin. The audience watches the shadow of
two-dimensional puppets when seen through the
screen. The classical wayang kulit stories relate the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
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Wayang Orang Theater

The contemporary Wayang Orang was created in
Central Javanese courts in the late 19th century. It
was inspired by Wayang Kulit, but, instead of
puppets, humans perform on the stage.

TN F SR

REDIY A5 (EHEBO YT TIOHRIERIC
BliEsns=, TV -JJISEESNTLSA, A
EORDYIZAMNEETELS,

Sendratari (Ramayana Ballet)

Sendratari, or Ramayana Ballet, was a modern
adaptation of Wayang Orang, created in 1960s. The
open air stage at Prambanan holds a four-evening
program during every weekend in the dry season.
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Other forms of the Ramayana in SEA

« Kecak, Bali, Indonesia

e Ramakien, Thailand
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