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Abstract

As globalization progresses, the boundaries between countries have gradually diminished which has
resulted in one global economy. This has triggered the movement and migration of people. Many people head
across around the world for leisure, adventure, or for career-seeking. Throughout their journey, they get the
chance to network with different people which results in the increase in marriages across national boundaries.

Intercultural marriage or also called interracial / international marriage, is a form of marriage between
two people from different racial, ethnic, and/or cultural backgrounds. Everyone is aware that communication
between married couples is complicated, much more between those who came from different nations.

Throughout history, there have been many studies conducted about the differences between female and
male speech styles. The studies about female and male’s differences are not that simple to be explained in an
easy way. This is because aside from the gender difference, ethnicity, nationality, and cultural background
also have a big influence on one’s communication style. This paper aims to understand how ethnicity and
gender difference could affect an intercultural married couple’s communication. I would also discuss among
these two factors, which has a bigger influence on the couples’ communication behavior. I strongly believe
that clarifying the role of language in intercultural marriage will serve a big role for their better

communication.
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Abstract

This study is empirical analysis on locational determinants for Japanese food processing and retailing companies
in Southeast Asian countries. This analysis used logistic regression model with 165 companies’ data established in
five countries: Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam. Binary variable which indicates the establishment
of local corporation was used for the dependent variables, and country dependent information such as economic and
governance indicators was used for the independent variables. As a result, positive results were obtained in terms of
simplicity of procedure for registration and location choices. In addition, there were negative results obtained between
political instability and establishment of new subsidiaries. Stable government is a necessary condition for Japanese
firm to continue business operations in foreign countries. Southeast-Asian countries need to maintain public order to

extract foreign direct investment for future development.
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